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Saved at the Seawall is the definitive history of the largest ever wa-
terborne evacuation. Jessica DuLong reveals the dramatic story of 
how the New York Harbor maritime community heroically deliv-
ered stranded commuters, residents, and visitors out of harm’s way. 
Even before the US Coast Guard called for “all available boats,” tugs, 
ferries, dinner boats, and other vessels had sped to the rescue from 
points all across New York Harbor. In less than nine hours, captains 
and crews transported nearly half a million people from Manhattan.

Anchored in eyewitness accounts and written by a mariner who 
served at Ground Zero, Saved at the Seawall weaves together the per-
sonal stories of people rescued that day with those of the mariners 
who saved them. DuLong describes the inner workings of New York 
Harbor and reveals the collaborative power of its close-knit com-
munity. Her chronicle of those crucial hours, when hundreds of 
thousands of lives were at risk, highlights how resourcefulness and 
basic human goodness triumphed over turmoil on one of America’s 
darkest days.

Jessica DuLong is a journalist, historian, book collaborator, and 
ghostwriter, as well as chief engineer, emerita of the retired 1931 
New York City fireboat, John J. Harvey. Her first book, My River 
Chronicles, won an American Society of Journalists and Authors 
Outstanding Book Award for Memoir. Her work has appeared in 
Rolling Stone, CNN.com, Newsweek International, Psychology Today, 
Huffington Post, Newsday, and Maritime Reporter and Engineering 
News.

“Jessica DuLong  takes a deep dive into what 
took place on 9/11 in the waters surrounding 
the World Trade Center Towers. The horrific 
stories she shares remain hopeful and inspir-
ing. Saved at the Seawall is a compelling read 
and shows humanity at its best.”—Ann L. But-
tenwieser, author of The Floating Pool Lady

“A waterborne evacuation larger than Dunkirk 
in New York Harbor? How come we barely 
noticed this at the time, and have largely for-
gotten about it since? Jessica DuLong brings 
this extraordinary episode to vivid, poignant 
life, using both literary and maritime exper-
tise.”—Adam Hochschild, author of King Leo-
pold’s Ghost
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